


























RETURNED AND SERVICES LEAGUE

LITHGOW CITY SUB-BRANCH

4/04/2017

Dear Councilors,

The members of the Returned and Services League (R.S.L.), Lithgow City Sub-Branch, wish to
present the Lithgow City Council our opinions of the proposal from Mr. lan Burrett and the Lithgow
World War One Commemorative Plaque project.

Mr. Burrett originally approached the Sub-Branch in January 2015 with the idea of producing a
plaque with the names of those persons who enlisted in Lithgow during World War One and at the
time we believed that his idea did have merit, however, over time we also saw a large number of
problems involved within a project of this scope and magnitude, including some aspects of his
proposal which our Sub-Branch will not support at any time.

Some of the problems we have identified are that:

There were many people who enlisted during World War One using a false name, or, a false
date of birth or both, therefore trying to find the correct details for these individuals
(including the correct spelling of all of the names) would be an almost impossible task.

Mr. Burrett has stated that he has approximately 700 names of people who enlisted within
Lithgow and has conducted this research over the last 18 months to 2 years. With no
disrespect intended, we find this problematic as the World War Two, Killed in Action plaque
(installed at Queen Elizabeth Park and dedicated on 11" November 2015) took the two ladies
who conducted the research, over 5 years to correctly identify just 53 locals who were Killed
in Action during the Second World War, therefore we must challenge the accuracy of the
research, especially since Mr. Burrett had originally told us that he wished to have the plaque
completed by Nov 2018.

We have advised Mr. Burrett that our Sub-Branch has a general criteria with regards to
placing names on plaques or memorials to our Servicemen and women, and we believe that
most Sub-Branches across the Nation would have similar: A) The person has to have been
born in their respective district. B) The person has lived and worked within their local district
for more than a specified period of time (we believe that 2 years is sufficient). This criteria is
not as strict as some others which have been pointed out, such as the Wallerawang Ex-
Servicemen’s Memorial, where for an Ex-Service person’s name to be placed on that
memorial, you have to have been either born in Wallerawang or lived there for a minimum of
30 years.

Mr. Burrett has stated that he also wishes to include people who had absolutely no
association with the Lithgow District until after the First World War was over. All war
Memorials that are erected across the Nation have the names of those from their respective




local area that were Killed during the war and/or (such as Tarana for example) also included
those who served and returned to their local area after their service. However, in our opinion
placing people who had no association with Lithgow or the District until after the war should
never happen, as it will diminish and degrade the memory of those locals who willingly
enlisted and who may or may not have returned home. We believe that every R.S.L. Sub-
Branch in the Country would not even contemplate sanctioning such an action for the same
reasons.

o If, as Mr. Burrett contends that there are over 700 people to be listed, are there any surviving
family members? We contend that if there are still family members of these people who
enlisted in World War One, what would their wishes be? Would they be willing to have their
ancestors name placed on a plaque? Even though there may or may not be something written
down officially with regards to asking the next of kin, wouldn’t asking the families of their
wishes, be the honorable and decent thing to do instead of just going ahead and placing a
name on a plaque, at which time the family may object? (A case in point is my great Uncle,
Austin Harry COX, killed in action in 1945. | was approached by one of the ladies conducting
the research for the WW2 plaque, and was asked if my family would object to having his
name included on the plaque to wit our answer was no)

If some of the councilors feel that our contentions (especially with regards to where other Sub-
Branches are mentioned) may not be sound, we would request that they contact some of the other
R.S.L. Sub-Branches within the Country and make some enquiries, about their local criterion for
plagues and memorials and as to their opinions as to their opinions about placing names on a
memorial who had/have no connection to their area until after the war was all over..

We know that Mr. Burrett has a direct personal connection with World War One, and we respect that,
however, apart from himself and possibly a few others, to most of the local citizens (especially those
under 50) the closest connection to people who served during World War One would possibly be a
Great Great Uncle or Great Great Grandfather.

Mr. Burrett has stated that one of his principal motivations for this plaque is to ‘keep the ANZAC
spirit alive’; however, we have to respond by saying that it is not the memorials which keep the
ANZAC spirit alive, it is the people themselves who keep the spirit alive, by remembering on
ANZAC Day, Remembrance Day and other days of commemoration, the sacrifices that all members
of the Army, Navy and Air Force have made in the defence and protection of our Nation, our way of
life and the freedoms that we all enjoy today.

As members of the Returned and Services League it is our duty to never forget the sacrifices made by
our Servicemen and women for our Nation during times of both conflict and peace and to honour and
remember those who not only paid the supreme sacrifice, but also those who returned and suffered
and continue to suffer because of their service, that is why the R.S.L. exists today! Our primary aim,
in which all members of the R.S.L. must aspire to, is for the providing for the well-being, care,
compensation and commemoration of serving and ex-serving Defence Force Personnel and their
dependents, which is why the Lithgow Sub-Branch is open almost every day.

The points previously mentioned are just some of the problems that our Sub-Branch members have
identified, there may be many more, which is why the members of the Lithgow City R.S.L. Sub-
Branch are not willing to support this project, as we see that it is so fraught with unexpected
problems, that we are not willing to accept the results of any unforeseen ramifications of this project.



If this project is approved as it currently stands, we respectfully request that it be made known that the
Lithgow City R.S.L. Sub-Branch has nothing to do with this project and that it is solely the
responsibility of the Lithgow World War One Commemorative Plaque project and Mr. Burrett.

If any of the Councilors wish to discuss anything with regards to our response, please do not hesitate
to contact me at the Sub-Branch, our office is open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday between
10.00am and 2.00pm, and our telephone number is 6351 2498.

We wish to thank the Lithgow City Council for allowing us to make our position known and we hope
that serious thought is given to our feelings with regards to this project.

Sincerely

Michael Cuthbert JP
Honorary Secretary
Lithgow City R.S.L. Sub-Branch

The Price of, Liierty Is Etewnal Vigitance
Lest We Forget
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