Anger rises as
regions shrink
and cities grow,
report finds

Shane Wright, Eryk Bagshaw

sl and pemote parts of the
eountey lmve shed up to a third of
their population and tnrmed away
from the major political partles
new Bpures show, deapite Austrs-
lia adding 2.5 million residents in
the past gle years.

An unalysis of Australian Bur-
cay of Statistics fgures, relaged
vesterday, shows despite strong
popalation growth across @very
major-city glnee 2002, many parts
of the country lost theusands of
peaple ak the mining and agrical-
firs] soctors deteriorated.

Thewr‘m'hiu.cd_pﬁ_r'hll&ﬁuﬂnuhhﬂ'
pabion's capitale grew by 1.8 mil-
line hetueoen 2012 and 204, with
Miedbourn ulone sdiding almost
700,000 residents while Sydney
swellod o 558, 004

Crver thie siime pariod, however,
i1 por comt of the population of the
old Weet Austrativ mining area of
Mpokpthares  disappenred, while
o the Gull of Usrpentaria almost
38 per cent of Nhulunbny's 4520
residents keft.

Srabhornly Kigh lavels of unem-
| ployment, lmited educationsl op

portunities anda growing techmob-
| migal divide have driven younger
resifents, o particilar, sony frot

orcas towards the cities
At thia your's fodersl siéction, many
ol e communities showed their
frostration with thetnck of ecimndn.
b pportunity by pumishing fhe roa-
jor palitical purties ab the ballobbox,

University of Quesnslpnd polit-
feal export Chris Salisbry said
many rural and fernoky areas wors
conking - pofitical -alternatives a8
younger people grew frustrated
and Jeft and remaining residents
sged. “The major parties are not
seon T ha providing ihe answers
andd these answers are largoby oco-
noeaic,” he il "Is economically
| driven migration and sconoamizally

drivan desperation L give support
to other palitical actora.”

The burcaw's figures show that
despite  strong  overall  growth
aerogs NEW, paris of the state
hawve depopulazed.

Qince 2012, the putheck town of
Brakon Hillhas lost 6.8 per cont of
jta population, or 12849 people. Al-
muozt 140 of thoss left in the past 12
montls; Laking its total population
doan to 17,734

Acrosa the far west of the state,
populstions  are falling: “The
Bourke-Brawarrina papulation i
diwn by £.8 per cent since 2042, the
Walgett-Lightning Ridge popula
finm hag fallen by 8.7 per cent while
Mymgan-Warren has 1ot G0 per
cent of iks reghionts,

“The major parties
are rnot seen to be
providing the
answers.’

Chiris Salisbury,
Einheeraity of Oueenstand

The bargest sioghe deop of & msjor
pogilition eetre s the morth
wintern town of Gunnadah, whers
thﬁmmﬂlﬂ'.ﬁjﬂrﬁtnilnh
years to stand fust hboye 4000,

In Broken Hill, a traditional
Labor sronghold, one in ewery
four vobes went to s Liberal Dome-
et independent or United Ads-
tratia Porty candidate al  this
year's sloction.

The poputation of the town of
Corows, bear the Vietorss border,
fell more than 4 per cont during
this pericod.

Al thig year's ¢lection, inde-
pendent Kevin Mack gained one in
every fve Fotos east, while sittling
member Sussan Ley suffered &
12-polnt dropin ke primary vetz.



